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THE TONY ELUMELU
FOUNDATION

SHORTLISTED ENTREPRENEURS FOR THE 2026 FLAGSHIP

A

TONY ELUMELU FOUNDATION ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMME

FULL NAME

Aanuoluwapovv Kazeem
Aaron Emmanuel

Aaron Dembo
Abasiofiok Etoabasi
Abasiono Usua

Abdel Haady Akimbi Bahmongni
Abdelhak Razzag
Abdelmoneim Nooh
Abdelnasser Ben Ali
Abdou Rahim Ahide Abibe Ben Moustapha
Abdoul Maliki Salissou
Abdoulatifou Boni Sinagnissire
Abdramane Coulibaly
Abdul Gaffar Fagbohun
Abdulhadi Mukhtar
Abdulhalim Yahya
Abdulsalam Yusuf

Abel Omobo

Abide Tchahalao

Abigail Hanaruwa
Abigail Ushie

Abigail Agaga

Abigail Nwali

Abimbola Owolewa
Abiodun Ganiyu

Abisola Adeniyi

Abisola ltua

Abisola Afuwape
Abosede Fadayomi
Aboubacar Dembele
Abraham Agbadje
Abubakar Mohammed

GENDER

Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male

SECTOR

Food & Beverage Processing
Education & Training
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Creative Industries & Media
Energy & Cleantech

Manufacturing & Light Industry

Education & Training

ICT, Software & Al

Services & Fintech

Energy & Cleantech

Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al

Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Professional Services
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Waste & Circular Economy
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Waste & Circular Economy
Education & Training
Automotive

Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Morocco
Sudan
Comoros
Benin
lvory Coast
Benin
Mali
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
lvory Coast
Benin
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Abubakar Ibrahim Male Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Abundance Eze Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Acceptance Joseph Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Achraf Anjorin Male Food & Beverage Processing Benin
Adaihuoma Iroanya Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Ade Ade Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Adebissi Ogun Rolande Djagoun Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Adenike Samuel Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Adeniyi Aderehinwo Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Adenubi Tomisin Male Financial Services & Fintech Nigeria
Adeola Folorunsho Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Aderayo Awotunde Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Adesola Oriola Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Adesola Ademikanra Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Adewale Fatoki Male Financial Services & Fintech Nigeria
Adeyinka Alonge Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Adijat Momodu Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Adja Absa Ndim Female Education & Training Senegal
Adjo Nehon Female Household & Cleaning Services Benin
Adouewere Gbafade Female Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Adrien Gounhouenou Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Advice Tommy Female Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Affoussath Alao Female Food & Beverage Processing Benin
Afiniki Bulus Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Afokeoghene Owhe Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Afovede Agassoussi Female ICT, Software & Al Benin
Agatha Mwansa Female Energy & Cleantech Zambia
Agatha Gwede Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Agathe Allah Female Food & Beverage Processing Benin
Agnes Ekpo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Agnes Chukwu Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Agnes Sibidou Ouedraogo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Burkina Faso

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Agossou Regis Edjan
Agyei Kofi

Ahmat Ngare Djourab Fatime
Ahmed Amr

Aichatou Saliou
Aichetou Saidou Ba
Aime Houessou

Aimee Kamulangu
Aisha Musa

Aisha Saheed

Aisha Idris

Aishatu Bello

Aisosa Osagie

Ajah George
Akachukwu Ezeaghaobi
Akeniji Belinda Umekum
Akhigbe Eromosele
Akinola Akinpelu
Akoua Agbodeba
Akpedjenin Askanda Allodohounde
Alain Savadogo

Alain Sambou

Alain Kotchekpe
Alalawari Igarando
Alamin Saeed
Alanghate Intchala
Aldridge Shayamano
Alex Shimo

Alex Noriode

Alex Umana

Alex Agori

Alex Agbo

GENDER

Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Creative Industries & Media
Energy & Cleantech

Beauty & Personal Care
Catering And Restaurant
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Waste & Circular Economy
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Creative Industries & Media
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al

ICT, Software & Al

Construction & Built Environment

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Creative Industries & Media
Creative Industries & Media
Food & Beverage Processing
Healthcare & Healthtech

COUNTRY

Benin
Senegal
Chad
Egypt
Cameroon
Mauritania
Benin
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Burkina Faso
Senegal
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Guinea-Bissau
Zimbabwe
Tanzania
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Alexander Ademuwagun

Alexander Husseini
Alexandra Onesimus
Alexandra Nge
Alexandre Comlan
Alexis Fadonougbo
Alfred Onuh

Alfreda Amuah

Ali Yameogo

Alice Sanou
Alkasim Adamu
Allen Tushemerirwe
Alma Emah
Aloysius Udoh
Alphonse Gandonou
Amady Thiam
Amanuel Tedros
Amarachi Njoku
Amarachi Otta
Amezhinim Walele
Amika Uweh

Amina Keshinro
Amina Mumuni
Amina Aliyu

Aminat Abdulmajeed
Aminata Konare
Aminu Muhammad
Aminu Ahmad
Aminu Aliyu

Amoge Chima
Amos lbilade

Amos Tyogen

GENDER

Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness

Household & Cleaning Services

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Creative Industries & Media
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Creative Industries & Media
Beauty & Personal Care
ICT, Software & Al
Healthcare & Healthtech
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
ICT, Software & Al

Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech

Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Ghana
Burkina Faso
Burkina Faso
Nigeria
Seychelles
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Senegal
Eritrea
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Ghana
Nigeria
Nigeria
Mali
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Amos Savi

Amos Matthew
Amuchilani Mokalake
Ando Randriamiandrisoa
Andrew David
Andriaina Rakotonirina
Angel Ezenwafor
Angela Ohanele
Angela Torero
Aniebiet Charlie
Aniebiet John
Aniebiet Udo
Aniebiet Akwang
Aniekan Ukpabio
Aniekan lkotidem
Anita Ngeri

Anita Ologidi
Anitha Keza

Anna Tanko

Anna Adeyemi
Anna Jakada
Annabel Omaka
Anne Ananwune
Annie Dickson
Ansie Van Dyk
Anthonia Ayim
Anthonia Irabor
Anthonia Ikebudu
Anthony Ntukidem
Anthony Bentem
Anthony Ahanda
Antoine Boko

GENDER

Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male

SECTOR

ICT, Software & Al

Woaste & Circular Economy
Logistics & Mobility

Waste & Circular Economy
Education & Training

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce

Energy & Cleantech

ICT, Software & Al
Professional Services
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Education & Training
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Event Management

ICT, Software & Al

Beauty & Personal Care
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness

Food & Beverage Processing

Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness

Manufacturing & Light Industry

Waste & Circular Economy

Food & Beverage Processing

COUNTRY

Benin
Nigeria
Botswana
Madagascar
Nigeria
Madagascar
Nigeria
Nigeria
Mozambique
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Burundi
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
South Africa
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Cameroon
Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Antoinette Amoun
Anuoluwapo Olugbesan
Apollinaire Hounsavi
Archie, Dickerner

Ariel Boro

Aristide Koukpode

Arit Eyoita

Arit Bassey

Armayau Sani

Arome Inah

Aron Bouraima
Aruoriwo Ugbehe

Asha Emilien

Asia Akonkwa

Asner Yanclo
Atubaramienyo Wilberforce
Augustin Cesar Dewe Matondi
Augustina Ejike
Augustina Azoro
Augustina Okpate
Augustine Isaac
Augustine Felix
Augustus lzevbigie
Auxiliadora Copariate Coffi
Avurakoghene Okojunu
Avwerosuo Ayorega
Axel Amiraly
Ayebakuro Daniel
Ayebatariworio Claude
Ayokunle Omojola
Ayomide Ayodele
Ayorinde Amubieya

GENDER

Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male

SECTOR COUNTRY

Healthcare & Healthtech
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Logistics & Mobility, Congo
Food & Beverage Processing
Construction & Built Environment
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Financial Services & Fintech
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness

Benin
Nigeria
Benin

Liberia
Burkina Faso
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Lesotho
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Benin
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Equatorial Guinea
Nigeria
Nigeria
Madagascar
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Azino Emmanuel Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Aziz Seidou Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin

B
Baba Cisse Keita Male Energy & Cleantech Mali
Babatounde Amed Sanoussi Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Benin
Babatunde Ogedengbe Male Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Babatunde Adio Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Babatunde Felix Male Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Babatunde Odesoji Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Babatunde Adeyemi Samson Babalola Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Badara Alou Bagayoko Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Mali
Bakimbil Bangde Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Chad
Bakirath Adam Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Benin
Balkisu Hassan Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Balkisu Ahmad Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Balmi Tanko Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Baraka Aruya Male ICT, Software & Al Tanzania
Barnabas Joel Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Basil Ayebagbalinyu Ineyougha Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Basira Rabiu Idris Female Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Bassey Oyosoro Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Baudouin Ogoudjobi Male ICT, Software & Al Benin
Beatrice Gadia Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Beatriz Chongo Female Professional Services Mozambique
Beauty Dike Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Becky Nwokocha Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Befker Zeleke Male Waste & Circular Economy Ethiopia
Bejoy Oyama Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Believe Ezekiel Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Believe Ovwata Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Ben Fred Ineza Male Food & Beverage Processing Rwanda
Bendjedid Rachad Sanoussi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Morocco
Benedicta Omachonu Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Benita Antigha Female Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Benjamin Musaada Burakuraku Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Benjamin Hounton Male Creative Industries & Media Benin
Benjamin James Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Benjamin Oseghale Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Benjamin Varney Jr Male Healthcare & Healthtech Liberia
Benjamin Sackey Male ICT, Software & Al Ghana
Benjamin Chrisent Male Waste & Circular Economy Tanzania
Bennett Essien Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Berenice Tchati Female Catering And Restaurant Benin
Berlus Sogni Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Bernadine Udeh Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Bernard Hounnouve Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Bernard Finbarrs Ezema Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Bernice Forson Female Food & Beverage Processing Ghana
Bertos Pa©Ricla’S Tolo Kpadonou Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Benin
Bery Wingo Male Waste & Circular Economy Cameroon
Besidone Mogboruko Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Bethel Idiroh Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Bi Gouli Armel Sehi Male Professional Services Ivory Coast
Biele Pulcherie Estelle Kessie Epse Gnadou Female ICT, Software & Al Ivory Coast
Bignon Megnisse Joanes Gambiala Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Bilbonga Natema Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Bilkisu Muhammad Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Bio Nsha Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Blessed Bassey Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Blessed Essien Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Blessing Gabriel Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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Blessing Eka Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Blessing Ayomobi Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Blessing Inyang Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Blessing Edemadudu Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Blessing Akpaudo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Blessing Efionayi Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Blessing Bodam Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria
Blessing Sunday Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria
Blessing Temienor Female Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Blessing Michael Female Education & Training Nigeria
Blessing Etta Female Education & Training Nigeria
Blessing Anwuzia Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Blessing Musa Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Blessing Tifin Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Blessing Paul Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Blessing Ogbudu Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Blessing Asuquo Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Blessing Israel Osaro Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Blessing Olusola Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Blessing Obinajuru Female Hospitality & Tourism Nigeria
Blessing Michael Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Blessing Okon Female Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Blessing Thomas Female Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Blessing Ugwuanyi Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Blessing Irorogbano Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Blessing Jacob Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Blessing Egor Goddy Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Blossom Aluola Female, Real Estate & Proptech Nigeria
Bob Melvy Mabomba Mouanda Male Financial Services & Fintech Congo (Congo-Brazzaville)
Boladale Olagoke Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Boluwatife Adewale Male Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Bonaventure Donatien Gossou Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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Borguete Alves Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Mozambique
Bosede Osamwonyi Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Brael Nsiku Melo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Brahim Cherguia Male Creative Industries & Media Algeria
Brenda Uvoh Female Event Management Nigeria
Brian Otieno Male Energy & Cleantech Kenya
Bridget Ebimienkumo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Bright Makugwu Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Bright Wisdom Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria
Brooks Oletu Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Brown Osakuni Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Bruno Miguel Male Energy & Cleantech Angola
Bunmi Solomon Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Burabari Naadube Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Busayo Kazeem Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Busayo Adeoye Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Caleb Tawiah Male Healthcare & Healthtech Ghana
Caliphabubakar Adamu Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Calistus Ikebunna Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Calixte Medesse Bokou Male ICT, Software & Al Benin
Carene Ndong Sima Female Healthcare & Healthtech Gabon
Carine Sambieni Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Carmen Mandlate Female Hospitality & Tourism Mozambique
Carole Dossa Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Caroline Kouagou Female Beauty & Personal Care Benin
Casper Okpara Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Cathy Binagwa Mbambu Female Professional Services Uganda
Cecile Ahotond;ji Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,

provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Cecilia Mussane
Celmar Fernandes
Cephas Inyang
Chaid Adam Mama
Changu Akheem
Charity Ekung
Charity Odoaje
Charity Linus
Charity Nyakoo
Charles Uyeh
Charles Jacob
Charles lloka
Charles Anyalebechi
Charles Agbo
Charmelle Houeto
Chat Bunu
Chegoun Kpessou
Chelsea Obiora
Chetachukwu Ugochukwu
Chia Seintie
Chiamaka Nwafor
Chibueze Ogodu
Chibuike lkulo
Chibuike Okah
Chibuike Obi
Chibuzor Agbidi
Chidera Ogbodo
Chidera Obasi
Chidera Umennadi
Chidindu Benedict
Chidinma Ekwulugo
Chidinma Benjamin

GENDER

Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Catering And Restaurant
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training
Hospitality & Tourism

ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Professional Services

Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Real Estate & Proptech
Agriculture & Agribusiness

Construction & Built Environment

Real Estate & Proptech
Waste & Circular Economy
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Mozambique
Sao Tome And Principe
Nigeria
Benin
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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SHORTLISTED ENTREPRENEURS FOR THE 2026 FLAGSHIP
TONY ELUMELU FOUNDATION ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMME

FULL NAME GENDER
Chidinma Orji Female
Chidinma Okafor Female
Chidinma Uwandu Female
Chidinma Obasi Female
Chidinma Arim Female
Chidozie Ezennaya Male
Chidozie Nwachi Male
Chiemerie Reuben Male
Chiemerie Ezeji Male
Chifaou Mongadiji Female
Chigozie Ezekwugo Female
Chigozie Okeke Male
Chigozie Okwuwa Female
Chika Ovu Female
Chika Kalu Female
Chikaodili Ogamba Female
Chikere Solomon Female
Chikezie Godwin Male
Chilenga Ernest Male
Chima Chukwu Male
Chimdi Okechukwu Male
Chimekwa Amadi Male
Chinasa Iroh Female
Chinasa Ozor Female
Chinaza Udezue Female
Chinaza Ogbe Female
Chinedu Ekwenugo Male
Chinedum Ojo Female
Chinelo Ndulue Female
Chinemerem Cynthia Onyishi Female
Chinenye Kalu Female
Chinomnso Umunna Female

SECTOR

Energy & Cleantech

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al

Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Energy & Cleantech

Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech

ICT, Software & Al

Woaste & Circular Economy
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Construction & Built Environment
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Household & Cleaning Services
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
ICT, Software & Al

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Malawi
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Chinonyerem Odidika Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Chinwe Kanu Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Chinwe Nlemoha Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Chinwendu Chiedozie Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Chinyere Adimora Chinemeze Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Chinyere lhekweme Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Chinyere Ezigbo Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Chioma Chindah Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Chioma Iwu Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Chioma Aroh Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Chioma Loveth Iwuanyanwu Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Chisom Eze Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Chisomo Chuma Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Malawi
Chizoba Okafor Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Chris Sam Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Christelle Agbla Female Creative Industries & Media Benin
Christian Edwardngwu Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Christian Ugwu Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Christian Eze Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Christiana Asuquo Female Professional Services Nigeria
Christiana Matthew Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Christiane Fagninou Female Energy & Cleantech Benin
Christopher Udoffia Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Christopher lorwuese Male Construction & Built Environment Nigeria
Christopher Obike Male Education & Training Nigeria
Chukwudi Ojeogu Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Chukwudi Ogbuzuru Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Chukwudi Nwadim Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Chukwuemeka Anagu Male Education & Training Nigeria
Chukwuemeka Chanumuya Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Chukwuemeka Dimgba Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Chukwufumanya Ndobu Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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TONY ELUMELU FOUNDATION ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMME

FULL NAME

Chukwuma Chukwu
Clara lorzahan

Claris Otuma

Cleiton Muxanga
Clement Houndjo
Clement Osarinmwian
Clement Onwukwe
Clinton Janet

Clinton Takang

Collins Oyira

Collins Ude

Collins Ochokuba
Comfort Ebewo
Comfort Effiong
Comfort Adeyeye
Comlan Stephane Narcisse Salavi
Confidence Gabriel
Confidence Anuonye
Confidence Ibhe
Confidence Tom
Confidence Chijioke
Constance Ebi
Constantin Messoumagnin Dansou
Cordelia Utulu
Corneille Gnanhopke
Cosmos Chifu

Curtis Osasah Increase
Cynthia Nwadike
Cynthia Bassey
Cynthia Jonathan
Cyrille Gladja

GENDER

Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male

SECTOR

Financial Services & Fintech
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Creative Industries & Media

Household & Cleaning Services

Food & Beverage Processing
Professional Services
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Beauty & Personal Care
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Waste & Circular Economy
Beauty & Personal Care
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al
Healthcare & Healthtech
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Mozambique
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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D

FULL NAME

Dadi Hamisi

Dafter Dominique
Dahiru Inuwa

Dalili Bitamala
Damilola Olowookere
Dandy Onuoha
Daniel Nelumbu
Daniel Charlesiyoha
Daniel Bekoloh
Daniel Asagba
Daniel lyinomen
Daniel Lebele Alawa
Daniel Ademeso
Daniel Izunna
Daniel Ojada

Daniel Zossoungbo
Danny Bimpi

Danny Eshidi

David Mkaa

David Bala

David Nnajiuba
David Ariwa

David Esom

David Amataso
David Zirirane Mugisho
David Itiola

David Edemi

David Somadjeagon
David Richards
Davidson Ohai
Davie Chintokoma
Debekeme Kemieyefa

GENDER

Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Financial Services & Fintech
Financial Services & Fintech
Healthcare & Healthtech
Healthcare & Healthtech
Healthcare & Healthtech
ICT, Software & Al
Professional Services

Waste & Circular Economy
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Construction & Built Environment
Energy & Cleantech

Energy & Cleantech

Energy & Cleantech

Energy & Cleantech

Food & Beverage Processing
Hospitality & Tourism

ICT, Software & Al

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Creative Industries & Media
Energy & Cleantech

Food & Beverage Processing

COUNTRY

Tanzania

Malawi

Nigeria

Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria

Nigeria

Namibia

Nigeria

Cameroon

Nigeria

Nigeria

Nigeria

Nigeria

Nigeria

Nigeria

Benin

Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria

Nigeria

Nigeria

Nigeria

Nigeria

Nigeria

Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria

Nigeria

Benin

Nigeria

Nigeria

Malawi

Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Deborah Maliki
Deborah Nwobodo
Deborah Maikarfi
Deborah Ogunrinde
Deborah Julius
Deborah Miigha

Deedi Sogbohossou
Defourahman Mohamed Mizan
Degaule Mulongo
Delly Nelsiwe Leah Mamba
Denen lorkaa
Desmond Fynecountry
Desmond Oweibo
Destiny Okoruwa
Devote Bigirindavyi
Diepreye Ekegha

Dieu Donne Agbowai
Dieume Fumbu

Divine Monday

Divine Osarhiemen
Divine Fynecountry
Djalilou Teke

Djedjess Tano
Djezilath Adebihunpke
Djomignon Akloubou
Donatien Wanhouwe
Donatus Okeke
Dongrin Magai Butrus Lual
Dookegh Emmanuel
Dookenger Tyohemba
Doom Nyichia

Doom Mchia

GENDER

Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Household & Cleaning Services
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech

Energy & Cleantech

Energy & Cleantech

ICT, Software & Al

Creative Industries & Media
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training
Education & Training

ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Professional Services
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Djibouti
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
South Africa
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Burundi
Nigeria
Benin
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

Ivory Coast
Benin

Benin

Benin
Nigeria
South Sudan
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Doose Shaapera Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Doose Akuhe Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Dooshima Orafa Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Dorathy Thompson Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Dorcas Gambo Female Education & Training Nigeria
Dorcas Atabashie Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Dorcas lIwemah Female Interior Design Nigeria
Dorcasse Anato Female Manufacturing & Light Industry Benin
Doris Peters Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Dornell Gilistro Tchamadeu Weladji Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Cameroon
Dotun Arije Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Doumbia Fassoko Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Mali
Douyebraladei Timiebi Female Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Dramane Ambarka Issa Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Duunebari Vareba Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Ebenezer Sylvanus Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Ebenezer Olutola Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Ebenezer Barros Dos Santos Tavares Male Education & Training Guinea-Bissau
Ebere Umeh Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Eberechukwu Nnorom Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Ebilayefa Owotorufa Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Ebimene Kolu Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Ebitare Samayin Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Ebizimo Arabina Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Edesiri Agofure Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Edidiong William Female Financial Services & Fintech Nigeria
Edidiong Okon Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Edikan Batubo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Edise Emi Karawei
Edith Kanu

Edith Mbah
Edmond Erasmus
Edoka Cyprian
Edris Kawuma
Edwin Okechukwu
Edwin Avorkpo
Efeturi Odekwo
Effioanwan Effanga
Eguono Okurumeh
Egwologhene Obrogo
Ehizofua Okpaire
Ejike David

Ejiro Joseph

Ejiro Oveyan
Ejiroghene Godbless
Ekanem Esse
Ekpezu Ewezu

Ekue Davi

El Hackim Thiamiyou
El Shalom Etop
Elameyi Hilary Aba
Eleojo Abah

Elie Tovidokou
Eliezer Sousa

Elijah Ernest
Elisabeth Kpalete
Elisee Tchaby
Elizabeth Moses
Elizabeth Nwaigwe
Elizabeth Markus

GENDER

Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female

SECTOR

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Professional Services
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Professional Services

Construction & Built Environment

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

Manufacturing & Light Industry

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Education & Training

Food & Beverage Processing
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Energy & Cleantech

ICT, Software & Al

ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Uganda
Nigeria
Ghana
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Cabo Verde
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,

provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Elizabeth Aliyu Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Elizabeth Ogunshola Female Education & Training Nigeria
Elizabeth Joseph Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Elizabeth Nkandu Female Food & Beverage Processing Zambia
Elizabeth Falodun Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Elizabeth Arenibafo Female Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Elmi Mousse Waberi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Djibouti
Eloho Oyefia Emakpo Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Elohor Okrikri Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Elvis Omavigho Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Elysee Nyaitambaka Female Food & Beverage Processing Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Elyssa Tuyishimire Male Construction & Built Environment Rwanda
Emaimo Ekanem Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Emeka Ezeifeka Male Education & Training Nigeria
Emery Joe D Assin Koko Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Central African Republic
Emilia Nakale Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Namibia
Emily Aba Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Emmanuel Oghenerukowho Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Emmanuel Ofutet Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Emmanuel Brown Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Emmanuel Asuquo Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Emmanuel Amuta Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Emmanuel Chanda Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Zambia
Emmanuel Zagre Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Burkina Faso
Emmanuel Ekeinde Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Emmanuel Iheukwumere Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Emmanuel Aholoukpe Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Benin
Emmanuel Onwuka Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Emmanuel Ojighoro Male Hospitality & Tourism Nigeria
Emmanuel Babalola Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Emmanuel Nwaogu Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Emmanuel Awalawa Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER
Emmanuel Ameye Male
Emmanuel Kanu Male
Emmanuel Okpoto Male
Emmanuel Uchenna Male
Emmanuel Fukji Male
Emmanuel Ngoyi Male
Emmanuel Kenth Owolaby Gnimagnon Male
Emmanuela Uchefuna Female
Emmanuela Ampoumet Female
Emmanuella Nomeh Female
Emmanuella Nyongo Female
Emmanuella Obidi Female
Emmanuella Ojelede Female
Emuejevorke Victor Male
Emuobo Okeme Male
Endurance Ogbodu Female
Ene Enoh Female
Eniafelamo Aderibigbe Male
Eniola Abimbolabuari Female
Enobong Charlie Female
Enock Hakuri Male
Enock Ogouyomi Male
Enoma Efosa Ajayi Female
Enomfon Ekpo Female
Enoobong Mbang Female
Ephraim Biao Male
Ephraim Norbert Male
Ephraim Theman Male
Ephraim Mathias Male
Epiphane Tony Lissanon Male
Erastus Andreas Male
Erebo Edah Male

SECTOR

Professional Services
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Woaste & Circular Economy
Woaste & Circular Economy
Woaste & Circular Economy
Woaste & Circular Economy
Woaste & Circular Economy
Energy & Cleantech
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Catering And Restaurant
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Financial Services & Fintech
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Hospitality & Tourism
Hospitality & Tourism
Woaste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Creative Industries & Media
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Benin
Nigeria
Gabon
Nigeria
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Namibia
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Erere Ogbemudia Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Eric Odey Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Eric Okungbowa Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Erica Adagblonon Female Beauty & Personal Care Benin
Erica Ofunrein Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria
Erovre Athe Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria
Erovwo Ofovwe Female Real Estate & Proptech Nigeria
Esaie Teffo Male Food & Beverage Processing Benin
Eseme Ubom Male Real Estate & Proptech Nigeria
Eseoghene Arigbe Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Eslam Adam Ali Ismail Female Creative Industries & Media Sudan
Esohe Osazuwa Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Esquilin Balt Houndofi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Estelle Bomia Female Agriculture & Agribusiness lvory Coast
Esther Ogbogu Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Esther Osemeke Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Esther Brabomobofa Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Esther Joseph Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Esther Imaah Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Esther Simon Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Esther Jim Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Esther Etuk Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Esther Lombin Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Esther Paul Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Esther Obiete Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Esther Vakhoya Makokha Female Waste & Circular Economy Kenya
Etelvina Antique Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Mozambique
Ethellynda Uwakwe Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Etinge Mabian Male Education & Training Cameroon
Etini Archibong Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Eunice Ushie Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Eunice Udida Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Eunice Ulocha Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Eunice Onuoha Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Eunock Dieudonne Honfo Male Creative Industries & Media Benin
Evans Polycarp Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Evans Sylvester Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Evarest Jesam Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Evelyn Addo Female Professional Services Ghana
Evidence Dumbirim Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Exauce Lord Whenu Male Energy & Cleantech Benin
Excellence Egaga Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Exploit Enomah Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Eyitemi Mene Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Eyo Okon Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Ezechukwu Obidike Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Ezimano Emebeyo Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Ezra Simon Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Fadila Muhammad Yaro Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Faith Ezumezu Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Faith Ayampion Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Faith Ita Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Faith Naisaza Najuwa Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Uganda
Faith Jubril Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Faith Amifobu Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Faith Nwobodo Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Faith Nwankwo Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Faith Osawaye Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Faleur Mulopo Male Healthcare & Healthtech Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Falilatu Mohammed Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,

provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER
Farida Yusuf Female
Farihane Zannou Male
Fatou Bittaye Female
Fatoumatta Sagnia Female
Fauziyah Aliyu Female
Favour Ukpabi Female
Favour Ebieyam Female
Favour Emesiobum Kennedy Female
Favour Nosike Female
Favour Erugo Female
Favour Emmanuel Female
Favour Nwachi Female
Favour Uti Male
Favour Neeue Male
Favour Mangbon Male
Felicity Ukam Female
Felix Ovwiovwio Male
Felix Achadu Male
Felix Baadee Male
Felou Marieta Nikpin Female
Feyisayo Awah Female
Fidelia Edwin Female
Fidelis Eguakhide Male
Finagnon Hippolyte Dossou Male
Florence Ottoh Female
Florence Alabi Female
Florence Afolabi Female
Florence Abuoeye Female
Florent Djossou Male
Foibe Paavo Female
Folake Olaoye Female
Folakemi Kayode Female

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al

Beauty & Personal Care
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Financial Services & Fintech
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
Healthcare & Healthtech
Logistics & Mobility
Professional Services

Real Estate & Proptech
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Logistics & Mobility
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Benin
Gambia
Gambia
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Namibia
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Fortu Sullivan Fon Male Energy & Cleantech Cameroon
Fortunate Onoh Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Fortune Jebba Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Fortune Mutsiirwa Male ICT, Software & Al Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Franchette Gaspard Pierre Louis Female Hospitality & Tourism Mauritius
Francis Edeki Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Francis Muleya Male Education & Training Zambia
Francis Adalikwu Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Francis Nwosu Male Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Francis Itaa Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Francois Djidonou Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Francois Awo Adeossi Male Food & Beverage Processing Benin
Frank Ubu Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Franklin Akakuru Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Frans Tuuli Ndeshaanya Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Namibia
Fred Osolease Male Household & Cleaning Services Nigeria
Frederic Momba Agoda Koussema Male Construction & Built Environment Togo
Freedom Ukato Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Friday Oloji Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Friday Rapheal Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Friday Mkpuma Male Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Friday Samson Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Funmilayo Oke Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Funmilola Faseyi Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria

G
Gabriel Ushie Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Gabriel Iro Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Gada Ali Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Sudan
Gaillardo Belvino Kelly Bidossessi Adingni Male Food & Beverage Processing Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Gbedonou Gaston Hounkpe Male ICT, Software & Al Benin
Gbenakpon Xavier Male Logistics & Mobility Benin
Geofrey Odeke Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Uganda
George Ekpokpobe Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
George Oriaifo Male Financial Services & Fintech Nigeria
Georges Mwati Kilumba Male Waste & Circular Economy Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Germain Gbaguidi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Germelina Doris Ndjoku Matinga Female Food & Beverage Processing Equatorial Guinea
Gervany Hurlich Mboungou Londe Male Real Estate & Proptech Congo (Congo-Brazzaville)
Gesibi Ofiyai Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Ghaddafi Danjuma Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Ghaladanchi Fatima Female Woaste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Gift Odibo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Gift Modi Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Gift Iroanya Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Gift Onyenwe Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Gift Nwanosike Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Gift Ukah Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Gift Onyedikachi Female Hospitality & Tourism Nigeria
Gift Akerele Female Professional Services Nigeria
Gilbert Ugwu Male Woaste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Gilchrist Houd;ji Male Construction & Built Environment Benin
Ginikanwa Erumaka Male Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Giscard Akinerinla Male ICT, Software & Al Benin
Glad Emmanuel Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Gladys Matthew Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Gladys Godwin Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Gloria Emujekarohwo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Gloria Philemon Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Gloria Limejuice Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Gloria Solomon Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Gloria Edet Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Gloria Tokpo
Glorious Orji

Glory Onyemeka
Glory Chioma

Glory Obasi

Glory lkechukwu
Glory Bassey

Glory Akpan

Glory Olise
Gnanzoutchi Ange Jonathan Etty
Goddy Yakegba
Godfrey Gabriel
Godfrey Vomo
Godsfavour Osakuni
Godslove Mark
Godswill Anyah
Godswill Nwatu
Godwin Ichakanu
Godwin Acha
Godwin Mbagwu
Godwin Abraham
Golden Ahuchaogu
Gondwe David
Gontran Jospin Dansou
Goodnews Etukubo
Goodluck Onokurefe
Goodness Offre
Goodness Omamuyovwi
Goodnews Otaye
Gorret Nabutsale
Grace Aminu

Grace Enedah

GENDER

Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female

SECTOR

Financial Services & Fintech
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al
Professional Services

Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Healthcare & Healthtech
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Real Estate & Proptech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
lvory Coast
Nigeria
Nigeria
Tanzania
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Malawi
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Uganda
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Grace Ekpewu Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Grace Nwafada Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Grace Obasi Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Grace Daniel Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Grace Orji Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Grace Ejah Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Gracias Boco Male Creative Industries & Media Benin
Gratien Tchetongnon Azontondji Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Great Ayo Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Gretta Irakiza Female Energy & Cleantech Burundi
Guilaye Djodji Tine Male Woaste & Circular Economy Senegal
Guilead Fandohan Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Benin

Habeeb Ayanbiyi Male Education & Training Nigeria
Habila Danjuma Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Hadiza Sani Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Hafsa Musa Hassan Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Hafsat Ibrahim Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Hafsat Aminu Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Hagens Soko Male Education & Training Malawi
Hajara Suleiman Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Hajarat Sullayman Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Halimat Adamu Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Hamidu lIbrahim Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Hanane Khemri Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Algeria
Hannah Samuel Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Hany Fawaz Male Food & Beverage Processing Egypt

Happiness John Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Happiness Sammy Boy
Happiness Onovuhakpo
Happiness Oyama
Hapsatou Ousmanou
Harou Mahamadou
Harouna Tawaye Mahamadou
Harriet Nze

Harriet Didison
Haruna Joel

Hassan Magaiji
Hassane Soumaila
Hauwa Jibril

Havilah Obed

Hawa Youssouf

Helen Paul

Helen Eja

Helen Joviegbe

Helen Jimmy

Helena Tshigwedha
Helin Elechi

Hellen Adaramola
Hello Yoka Ekwayolo
Hembafan Gbinde
Henschel Okoro
Hephzibah Edidiong
Heritier Karembo Mutombo
Hikarofem Ofutet
Hilda Effanga

Hindatu Abubakar
Hispanola Agom

Holy Osayi

Honorine Gbeke

GENDER

Female
Female
Female
Female
Male

Male

Female
Female
Male

Male

Male

Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male

Female
Male

Female
Male

Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female

SECTOR

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al

Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Green Economy

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech

Manufacturing & Light Industry

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Waste & Circular Economy
Healthcare & Healthtech
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Catering And Restaurant
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Food & Beverage Processing
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

Food & Beverage Processing
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Cameroon
Ivory Coast
Niger
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Djibouti
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Namibia
Nigeria
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Hope James

Hope Amakor
Hope Uluocha
Hope Okafor
Horace Saturday
Horace Ahogan
Houefa Glanon
Houzerou Salifou
Huguette Hounsa
Husaina Abubakar

GENDER

Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
ICT, Software & Al

Waste & Circular Economy
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Healthcare & Healthtech
Logistics & Mobility
Logistics & Mobility
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Benin
Benin
Nigeria

Iberedem Akpan
Ibiba Charles
Ibifubara Hezekiah
Ibrahim Abubakar
Ida Mendy

Idong Sunday
Idongesit Umoh
Idongesit Asuquo
Idongesit Ukpong
Idongesit Solomon

Idorenyin Ubokudom

Idrissa Konate

Idrissou Bachabi lliassou

Ifeanyi Godwin
Ifeanyi Odoabuchi
Ifeanyi Chimarochi
Ifeayin Ezen

Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Logistics & Mobility

Beauty & Personal Care
Energy & Cleantech

Household & Cleaning Services
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Healthcare & Healthtech
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Manufacturing & Light Industry

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Gambia
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Ivory Coast
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Ifechi Ndukwe Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Ifechukwude Uchenna Male Real Estate & Proptech Nigeria
Ifedoun Ognondoun Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Ifenweoge Morah Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Ifeoluwa Olagunju Male Education & Training Nigeria
Ifeoma Ndubuishi Female Event Management Nigeria
Ifeoma Onunkwo Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Ifiok Williams Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Ifiokobong Emmanuel Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Ifunanya Abasirim Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Ifunanya Ekwunife Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Ihezie Ahamefula Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
lje Evoh Male Construction & Built Environment Nigeria
ljeoma Emenike Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
ljeoma Okwugwuni Female Event Management Nigeria
ljeoma Sunday Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Ikose Seraphine Diale Female Logistics & Mobility Cameroon
Ikwo Ebri Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Imaobong Ibok Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Imelda Okpokam Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Immaculee Yovo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Immanuel Kafidi Male Financial Services & Fintech Namibia
Inemesit Udo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Inimfon Udoh Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Iniobong Udo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Iniobong William Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Innocent Michael Male Construction & Built Environment Nigeria
Innocent Michael Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Innocent Bugingo Male Healthcare & Healthtech Rwanda
Inonge Mwaba Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Zambia
Inyene Matthew Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Irene Eyaroyi Female Creative Industries & Media Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.



THE TONY ELUMELU
FOUNDATION

SHORTLISTED ENTREPRENEURS FOR THE 2026 FLAGSHIP
TONY ELUMELU FOUNDATION ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMME

FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY

Isa Ahmed Male Real Estate & Proptech Nigeria
Isaac Eyo Male Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Isabel Emeh Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Iseoluwa Fagbenro Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Ismail Usman Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Ismail Yousif Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Libya
Israel Adenipekun Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Israel Pender Male Education & Training Nigeria
Itohan Idukpaye Female Education & Training Nigeria
I[tumeleng Padi Male Energy & Cleantech South Africa
lyanu Falegbe Female Education & Training Nigeria
lyanuoluwa Zafuda Male Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
lyanuoluwa Aribo Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Izerimana Moise Male Logistics & Mobility Rwanda
Izuchukwu Igwe Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Jackson Mollel Male Healthcare & Healthtech Tanzania
Jacob Otoikhian Male Construction & Built Environment Nigeria
Jacques Habimana Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Rwanda
James Onoja Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Jamil Mikail Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Jane Effiong Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Jane Eze Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Jane Modunkwu Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Janet Okonkwo Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Jean Kegale Nguelle Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Cameroon
Jean Didama Lola Male ICT, Software & Al Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Jean Baptiste Otchoumare Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Jean Michel Assogba Male Food & Beverage Processing Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.

Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,

provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Jean Pierre Ntakirutimana

Jeffery Elijah
Jemila Buhari
Jemimah Tuku
Jenice Chuku
Jennifer Onyike
Jennifer Simeon
Jeremiah Sylvester
Jeremiah Olokeshusi
Jeremiah Samuel
Jeremiah Osifeso
Jerry Yashim
Jerry Okpako
Jesse Augustine
Jesse Yunana
Jesse John
Jessica Adoyi Laka
Jessica Uzoma
Jessica Austin
Jideofor Igwe
Joachim Lamah
Joan Miebai

Joan Amadife
Joao Luamba
Joel Festo

Joel Tossou

Joel Nini

John Oyama
John Adetunji
John Matemilola
John Ngoha

John Warifinowei

GENDER

Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male

SECTOR

Energy & Cleantech
Creative Industries & Media
Food & Beverage Processing
Creative Industries & Media
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Creative Industries & Media
Education & Training

ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al

Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

Energy & Cleantech

ICT, Software & Al
Professional Services
Financial Services & Fintech
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

COUNTRY

Rwanda
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Guinea
Nigeria
Nigeria
Angola
Tanzania
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

John Douglas

John Houssoueke
John Egbhatheye
John Okafor

John Chibugo Ada
Johnson Uzor
Johnson Daniel
Johnson Oluwole
Jonas Amedjrana
Jonathan Darlington
Jonathan Atoyin
Jonathan Dafuwah Jr
Jonathan Hassan
Jonathan Sungishabo
Jones Kamga

Jose Pires

Josemaria Azomahou
Joseph lkape

Joseph Olenga Sambasamba
Joseph Ogar

Joseph Epelle

Joseph Viwatonou
Joseph Tchetan
Joseph Adjovi

Joseph Kiriisi

Joseph Iv Ndjoh Ndjoh
Joseph Kan Alain Charles Offi
Josephine John
Joshua Egbeyemi
Joshua Eniola
Jouvence Houessou
Joy Ekweronu

GENDER

Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female

SECTOR

Energy & Cleantech

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Waste & Circular Economy
Healthcare & Healthtech
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Financial Services & Fintech
ICT, Software & Al

Catering And Restaurant
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Environmental & Green Business
Healthcare & Healthtech
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Automotive

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Tanzania
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Liberia
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Cameroon
Sao Tome And Principe
Benin
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Benin
Uganda
Cameroon
lvory Coast
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER
Joy Ejetavwo Female
Joy Igbolekwu Female
Joy Enokafieri Female
Joy Nandiesom Female
Joy Nnah Female
Joy lgiesuorobo Female
Joy Osatohanmwen Female
Joy Cletus Female
Joy Matthew Female
Joy Osevwerha Female
Joy Ogidi Female
Joyce Yashim Female
Joyce Maikori Female
Judicia Dadzie Female
Judickael Dalmeida Male
Judith Afamefune Female
Judith Ezema Male
Judith Golde Female
Judith Maduemezie Female
Judith Igbonezim Female
Julia Alfeus Female
Juliana Okamigbo Female
Juliana Okibe Female
Juliet Arure Female
Juliet Okoli Female
Juliet Israel Female
Juliet Kanu Female
Juliet Okechukwu Female
Juliet Anne Namuli Female
Julius Chausiku Magoma Male
Jullian Mannoo Male
Junior Tchoko Male

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

Event Management
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
Healthcare & Healthtech
ICT, Software & Al
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Waste & Circular Economy
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Household & Cleaning Services
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al
Healthcare & Healthtech
Energy & Cleantech
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Ghana
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Namibia
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Uganda
Tanzania
Mauritius
Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FOUNDATION

SHORTLISTED ENTREPRENEURS FOR THE 2026 FLAGSHIP
TONY ELUMELU FOUNDATION ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMME

FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Justice Ekeinde Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Juvenal Bengue Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Benin
Kalathoumi Mohamed Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Comoros
Kane Brehima Male Waste & Circular Economy Congo (Congo-Brazzaville)
Kangwa Mulenga Female Healthcare & Healthtech Zambia
Kanpete Kanpete Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Cameroon
Kaoma Mukuma Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Zambia
Karim Kamara Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Sierra Leone
Karimat Musa Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Kary Venance Oungbe Male Agriculture & Agribusiness lvory Coast
Kashimana Ternenge Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Kashimana Aluor Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Kassimou Awi Male Beauty & Personal Care Benin
Kate Ogar Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Kati Kibora Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Burkina Faso
Kavina Ragoo Female Environmental & Green Business  Mauritius
Kayode Osuwa Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Kayode Teniola Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Kebe Lekam Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Kehinde Aworunse Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Kehinde Olalusi Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Kelechi Ngadiuba Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Kelvin Okudo Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Kelvin Ofuka Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Kelvin Michaels Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Kelvin Nwose Male Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Kelvin Aikiorogie Male Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Kelvin Edo Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Kemisola Odebunmi
Kenneth Madu

Kesiena Edje

Kesiena Akatugba
Kester Omoragbon
Kester Morka

Kevin Oduor Okotsi
Khadija Muhammad
Khadijah Ashiru
Khethelo Dlamini

Kifilou Mama

Kindness Dyaji

King Livingeze

Kingsley Opara

Kingsley James

Kingsley Albert

Kingsley Adibe

Kingsley Frank

Klistitin Samuel

Koami Dzifa Wodoufia
Koffi Odoumtan

Kokoete Evanson

Kokolo Ewah

Kokomma James

Kokou Sedjro

Kokou Benoit Sounou
Kosisochukwu Nzeadachie
Kossi Aziankpo Kaglan
Kosy Eshiokwu
Kouagniri Nestor Gnargo
Kouladoumnodji Nodjimadji
Kouramoudou Magassouba

GENDER

Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male

SECTOR

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
Woaste & Circular Economy
Education & Training
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Automotive

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech

ICT, Software & Al

Manufacturing & Light Industry

Woaste & Circular Economy
Real Estate & Proptech
ICT, Software & Al

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Healthcare & Healthtech
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Education & Training

ICT, Software & Al

Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Professional Services

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Kenya
Nigeria
Nigeria
South Africa
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Togo
Togo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Benin
Chad
Guinea

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Kudakwashe Chikovo Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Rwanda
Kumaga Agabi Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Lakamy Dit Bouh Toure Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Mali
Lamba Solomon Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Larissa Atchade Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Latjor Dak Male Environmental & Green Business South Sudan
Laura Kpegli Female Creative Industries & Media Togo
Lawrence Bee Male Creative Industries & Media Liberia
Lawson Onojeta Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Leandra Ngameduru Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Leandre Kinnoume Male Education & Training Benin
Lenaic Houssou Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Leopold Tohoue Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Levi Onyinyechi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Licien Kiri Male Energy & Cleantech Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Lilian Ojobo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Liliane Niyigena Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Rwanda
Linda Ahaneku Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Lipuo Mokhesi Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Lesotho
Liroy Wiraghan Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Cameroon
Loic Agbogbe Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Lois Joshua Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Loraine Mampare Female Energy & Cleantech Botswana
Lotanna Eriobu Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Louise Ado Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Loukaiya Zorobouragui Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Lovenah Eddy Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Loveth Orderly Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,

provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Luciano Dos Santos Male ICT, Software & Al Angola
Lucien Kassa Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Lucky Agada Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Lum Anicho Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Cameroon

M
Maaruf Abdulhamid Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mabel Olaiya Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mac Ariel Zanou Male ICT, Software & Al Benin
Macauley Brice Oussou Male Education & Training Benin
Madai Gbedolo Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Magret Abraham Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mahamadou Moussa Male Agriculture & Agribusiness lvory Coast
Mahamadou Maiga Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Mali
Mahamane Dedeou Maiga Male Energy & Cleantech Mali
Mahougnon Fidegnon Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Benin
Mahoutondji Ayihaou Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Mahuena Marlus Ulrich Gove Male Energy & Cleantech Benin
Mahugnon Hounga Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Mahugnon Olivier Comlan Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Maimounata Toure Female Waste & Circular Economy Mali
Makssoudathlaye Mobonlanle Awero Moutairou Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Malle Soukouna Male Energy & Cleantech Mali
Mamedy Drame Male Energy & Cleantech Mali
Mamoudou Sero Tamou Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Marang Makhoana Female Beauty & Personal Care Botswana
Marcel Clotaire Amesse Male Food & Beverage Processing Benin
Marcellin Togni Male ICT, Software & Al Benin
Margaret Akpan Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER
Margaret Okougbo Female
Maria Edem Female
Marian Siapenga Female
Marie Hounkpatin Female
Marie Jacob Adekpate Female
Marie Justine Kiwele Kalunge Female
Marieme Ndiaye Female
Mark Friday Male
Martha Ohiero Female
Martial Batcho Male
Martina lyo Female
Marvellous Atakere Female
Marvellous Okurame Female
Marvelous Godday Female
Marwana Umar Male
Mary Senatoradole Female
Mary Kenneth Female
Mary Odey Female
Mary Azu Female
Mary Afekhare Female
Mary Ezekiel Female
Mary Okorie Female
Mary Adomako Female
Mary Bisong Female
Mary Etim Female
Mary Olagoke Female
Mary lkpaisong Female
Mary Akwuobi Female
Mary Amuge Female
Maryam Abubakar Female
Mathias Solevo Male
Matine Agniwo Female

SECTOR

Food & Beverage Processing
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
ICT, Software & Al

ICT, Software & Al

Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al

Beauty & Personal Care
Healthcare & Healthtech
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Food & Beverage Processing
Woaste & Circular Economy
Food & Beverage Processing
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
Logistics & Mobility
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Waste & Circular Economy
Waste & Circular Economy
Financial Services & Fintech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Zambia
Benin
lvory Coast
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Senegal
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Ghana
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Comoros
Nigeria
Benin
Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Matu Kailie Female Healthcare & Healthtech Sierra Leone
Maureen Emeh Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Maureen Egwim Female Professional Services Nigeria
Maurice Sallan Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Benin
Max Evbayiro Male Automotive Nigeria
Maxime Gouvi Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Benin
Mazo Kienou Male Energy & Cleantech Burkina Faso
Mbang Eko Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mberekeabasi Ekon Male Education & Training Nigeria
Mbereobong Ekanem Male Education & Training Nigeria
Mbereobong Akpan Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Medua Okonkwo Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Mehdi Ben Hamouda Male ICT, Software & Al Tunisia
Mekutimabasi Isonguyo Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Melissa Angelica Toghanro Eyang Female Professional Services Equatorial Guinea
Melody Okechukwu Female Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Membwana Kombo Female Environmental & Green Business Tanzania
Memory Mazimba Female Financial Services & Fintech Zambia
Menshan Megnon Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Mercy Ukpai Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mercy Harrison Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mercy Silas Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mercy Agbai Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mercy Uyana Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Mercy Emifer Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Mercy Onos Female Household & Cleaning Services Nigeria
Mercy Nathaniel Female Interior Design Nigeria
Mercy Emegbo Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Merdi Lileke Boketshu Male Education & Training Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Merit Otajeruo Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Merveille Akpo Female Food & Beverage Processing Benin
Meshach Nwanne Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Metmku Yohannes
Mezinho Ugbuke
Mfon Akpan

Mfon Willie
Mhady Gweitte
Micah Sani
Michael Igwala
Michael Edaki
Michael Bassey
Michael Ugbe
Michael Mogaiji
Michael Banda
Michael Hounsa
Michael Siwoku
Michael Adeleye
Michael Saldanha
Michael Mabuku
Michael Ngozichukwu
Michael Adeleke
Michael Oladehinbo
Micheal Doghor
Micheal Lule
Micheal Oni
Michel Azandegbe
Midou Alassane
Miemote Ekigha
Mienebi Fekumo
Mikateko Mkabela
Mike Orido
Millicent Ajulo
Mirabel Uko
Mirabelle Tonoukouin

GENDER

Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female

SECTOR

Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Automotive

Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Creative Industries & Media
Creative Industries & Media
Creative Industries & Media
Education & Training
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Healthcare & Healthtech
ICT, Software & Al

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Hospitality & Tourism
Event Management
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce

Creative Industries & Media

Food & Beverage Processing

Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Ethiopia
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Mauritania
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Malawi
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Seychelles
Namibia
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Uganda
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
South Africa
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.



THE TONY ELUMELU
FOUNDATION

SHORTLISTED ENTREPRENEURS FOR THE 2026 FLAGSHIP
TONY ELUMELU FOUNDATION ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMME

FULL NAME GENDER
Miracle Nkem Male
Miracle David Male
Miranda Anya Female
Mistura Abdulsalam Female
Mkhulisi Fakudze Male
Mmenyene Udoka Female
Mmenyeneobong Sunday Female
Mmesoma Agu Female
Moctar Abderrahmane Kelly Male
Modi Terhemba Male
Modupe Ajibade Female
Mohamed Abdulkadir Male
Mohamed Fadel Male
Mohammed Ben Ali Bekhti Male
Moise Aholoukpe Male
Monsoyi Lokonon Female
Morris Ahworegba Male
Morufu Adeosun Male
Moses Afolabi Male
Moses Edafemuno Male
Moses John Male
Moukaila Amadou Male
Moutmainou Sadikou Male
Mubarak Zynulabidine Male
Mubarak Ibrahim Male
Muhammad Yawale Male
Muhammad Hamisu Male
Mukhtar Musa Male
Murangwa Yanice Male
Musa Uba Male
Musbahu Adamu Male
Mushtaq Muhudin Adam Female

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al

ICT, Software & Al

Beauty & Personal Care
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al

Waste & Circular Economy
Financial Services & Fintech
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Construction & Built Environment
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Waste & Circular Economy
Hospitality & Tourism
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Financial Services & Fintech
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
lvory Coast
Nigeria
Eswatini (Swaziland)
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Mauritania
Nigeria
Nigeria
Somalia
Egypt
Algeria
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Rwanda
Nigeria
Nigeria
Somalia

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Mustapha Muhammad Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mutiyat Raheem Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Mwuese Tor Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria

Nabukenya Mary Female Professional Services Kenya
Nadoo Mase Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Nafisa Abdullahi Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Nahoua Mounir Silue Male Education & Training lvory Coast
Nana Haidara Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Mali

Nana Muhammad Female Education & Training Nigeria
Nancy Bassey Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Nancy Ukoha Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Nanshang Dayol Female Hospitality & Tourism Nigeria
Naomi Abodunde Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Naomi Ocquaye Female Food & Beverage Processing Ghana
Nasimiyu Waliaula Isabellah Female Energy & Cleantech Kenya
Nasir Musa Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Nathalie Oussou Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Ndah Adrien Ntoukou Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Ndeye Awa Cisse Female Green Economy Senegal
Ndeye Rokhaya Mbaye Female Professional Services Senegal
Ndifreke Edeheudim Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Ndifreke Archibong Male Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Neba Binwi Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Cameroon
Nebart Banda Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Malawi
Nehemie Nzonzi Male Food & Beverage Processing Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Neige Tranquilin Nguette Meboulou Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Central African Repubilic
Nene Onyemari Female Logistics & Mobility Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Neusa Cossa
Newton Agbonkonkon
Ngongo Mukimayi
Ngowase lorlaha
Ngoyima Atsa

Ngozi Agwu

Ngozi Ojum

Ngozi Anozie
Nguavese Orkuma
Nguavese Uger
Nimota Azeez
Njimbe Lilian Nayah
Nkechi Anyanwu
Nkechinyere Chijioke
Nkeiruka Okwudiri
Nkese Ibok
Nkomayombi Gilumba
Nnaemeka Nwanna
Nneka Obinna
Nnennaya Onovoh
Nneoma Ezike

Noah Lucky

Noel Iroegbulam
Nondi Yovo Davoukoui
Nora Henry

Norah Nnadi
Nounagnon Ahohe
Nshuti Roy Guillain
Nsibiet Patrick
Nsieni Amany
Nsikan Victor
Ntanwan Mbara

GENDER

Female
Male

Male

Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male

Female
Female
Female
Male

Male

Female
Female
Female
Male

Male

Male

Male

Female
Female

SECTOR

Healthcare & Healthtech
Waste & Circular Economy
Waste & Circular Economy
Real Estate & Proptech
Beauty & Personal Care
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Financial Services & Fintech
Logistics & Mobility
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Waste & Circular Economy
Beauty & Personal Care
Education & Training
Creative Industries & Media
Energy & Cleantech

Energy & Cleantech
Education & Training
Waste & Circular Economy
Financial Services & Fintech
ICT, Software & Al
Education & Training
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Beauty & Personal Care
Beauty & Personal Care
Agriculture & Agribusiness

Manufacturing & Light Industry

Professional Services
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Beauty & Personal Care

COUNTRY

Mozambique
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Rwanda
Nigeria
Ivory Coast
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Ntsoaki Letseka Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Lesotho
Ntumba Kabeya Female Waste & Circular Economy Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nuella Eke Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Nwabueze Geoffrey Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Nwakaego Nwabuzor Female Household & Cleaning Services Nigeria
Nwaku Ndubaden Female Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Nwamaka Uchechukwu Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Nwankaego Ehiatue Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Nwaogazi Ezionyinye Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Nzubechi Ogbodo Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria

(o)

Obal Ibiang Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Obaro Victor Lato Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Obed Inya Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Obed Abuza Male Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Obeten Udop Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Obianuju Okafor Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Obinna Sunday Male Education & Training Nigeria
Odafe Igboja Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Odhiambo Brenda Anyango Female ICT, Software & Al Kenya

Odilon Bedebou Male ICT, Software & Al Benin

Odinaka Mojekwu Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Odinaka Enwelum Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Odinaka Onah Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria
Odion Balogun Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Odion lkyo Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Ofejiro Akeni Female Woaste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Ofonbuk Johnson Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Ofonime Etok Female Creative Industries & Media Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Ofonime Udoh

Ogbewo Noah

Ogechi Ezeonyenwe
Ogechukwu Agbo
Oghenebrume Endurance
Oghenechovwe Agadagba
Oghenefegor Edoreh
Oghenegueke Oyibo
Oghenejevwe Asah
Oghenekaro Erhirhie
Oghenekeno Okudo
Oghenekevwe Arienayiburu
Ogheneochuko Ejirefe
Ogheneovie Onovughakpor
Oghenereyo Ewoma
Oghenerume lkolo
Oghenetega Enakpogbe
Oghenetega Onyishi
Ojotule Julius

Okagu Victor

Oke lkumariegbe

Okim Otu

Okoniye Amos

Okwach Sylvia Night
Okwuchukwu Obi
Olalekan Bello

Olamide Oladunjoye
Olasimbo Patience
Olatokunbo Olagoke
Olatunbosun Omiyale
Olawumi Odeyemi
Olayemi Olushola

GENDER

Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female

SECTOR

Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

Food & Beverage Processing
Waste & Circular Economy
Food & Beverage Processing
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Logistics & Mobility
Logistics & Mobility

Waste & Circular Economy
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Green Economy

ICT, Software & Al

Creative Industries & Media
Energy & Cleantech

Beauty & Personal Care
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Kenya

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Olayinka Ajao Male Construction & Built Environment Nigeria
Olecha Ikwenu Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Olubunmi Aluko Male Education & Training Nigeria
Oluchi Onyekanne Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Oluchi Obioha Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Oluchi Akwarandu Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Oluchukwu Aroh Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Olufemi Bankole Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Olufemi Oyebanre Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Olufumilayo Areghan Female Education & Training Nigeria
Olumide Oguntona Male Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Oluwabunmi Dada Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Oluwabusuyi Ajayi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Oluwadamilola Ojo Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Oluwademilade Fatunde Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Oluwadunsin Folorunso Female Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Oluwafemi Aurelle Carine Okou Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Benin
Oluwafunmilayo Balogun Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Oluwakemi Oloyede Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Oluwapelu Awolusi Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Oluwapelumi Oyewole Male Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Oluwaremilekun Dairo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Oluwasegun Arewa Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Oluwaseun Adetunji Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Oluwaseun Johnson Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Oluwatobi Daniel Male Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Oluwatosin Akanbi Male Education & Training Nigeria
Oluwatosin Olaotan Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Oluwatosin Okereke Female Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Oluwatoyin Ajide Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Omamierhie Osogba Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Omba Tchomba Julienne Male Green Economy Democratic Republic Of The Congo

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Omokhafe Lambe
Omolade Aweda

Omonleye Bienvenu Amouzoun

Omotayo Alabi
Omotoyosi Osinaike
Onoriode Otowa
Onoriode Oyibotano
Onoriode Okorho
Onyedikachi Johnson
Onyeyirichi Ndukwe
Onyinye Umeh
Onyinye Amaechina
Onyinyechi Stewart
Onyinyechi Oleka
Onyinyechi Chikwendu

Onyinyechukwu Ashiedu

Opeyemi Adeagbo
Opeyemi Bude

Oracio Essou

Ordue Anyagh

Ordue Amber

Oreste Tonon
Orimisan Agboifo
Orokanwan Akom
Oryiman Tavershima
Osamudiame Emoimory
Osaretin Agbonmoba
Osaruese Omorodion
Osarugue Edomwonyi
Osasere Idehen

Oscar Kaluwayo
Osee Sare Seko

GENDER

Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Professional Services
Catering And Restaurant
Beauty & Personal Care
Energy & Cleantech

Beauty & Personal Care
ICT, Software & Al

ICT, Software & Al

Creative Industries & Media
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Hospitality & Tourism
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al

Creative Industries & Media
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Hospitality & Tourism
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Beauty & Personal Care

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Malawi
Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Oseyemere Ehiwe Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Osinachi Aluche Male Education & Training Nigeria
Otaye Erutarho Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Otieno Scovia Akinyi Female Waste & Circular Economy Kenya
Otumemine Egbele Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Ouleye Saidou Ba Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Senegal
Oumou Ndiaye Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Senegal
Ousmanou Rabihou Male Waste & Circular Economy Cameroon
Oussama Mahaman Sani Nomao Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Niger
Ovoke Akpodiete Male Financial Services & Fintech Nigeria
Ovuzorie Onyobeno Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Oyekunle Oyefemi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Oyewale Olayiwola Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Oyindenepre Bayour Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Oyonnonke Otu Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Ozah Ogheneovo Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Ozioma Osonyekele Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Ozioma Udoette Female Professional Services Nigeria

Palmira Antonio Female Hospitality & Tourism Mozambique
Parfait Datondiji Male Energy & Cleantech Benin
Pascal Tombere Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Pascalia Kavata Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Kenya
Paschal Ndukwu Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Patience Adoga Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Patience Ekuri Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Patience Peter Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Patience Awashi Female Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Patricia Ogbu Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Patrick Onyechie
Patrick Matanda
Patrick Kimanda
Paul Michael

Paul Owolabi
Paul Daramola
Paul Aju

Paul Oboghor
Paula Agbo
Paulina Odey
Paulina Uko
Paulina Odu
Pauline Odey
Peace Asuquo
Peace Bassey
Peace Uvoh
Peace Hennessy
Peace Onyema
Peace Awiikpa
Peculiar Ukaejelam
Pepangkuyi Julius
Pereke Ebimene
Peresindei Ebitari
Perpetua Egemba
Peter Kalu

Peter Abuengmoh
Peter Onyemekihia
Peters Emeka
Philemon Adihou
Philip Snylder
Philomina Odoemena
Philomina Ibiam
Phumi Korber

GENDER

Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female

SECTOR

Food & Beverage Processing
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Waste & Circular Economy
Energy & Cleantech

Household & Cleaning Services
ICT, Software & Al
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Waste & Circular Economy
Household & Cleaning Services
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Hospitality & Tourism

Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Catering And Restaurant
Catering And Restaurant
Education & Training

Waste & Circular Economy
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Household & Cleaning Services
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Environmental & Green Business
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
Healthcare & Healthtech
Waste & Circular Economy

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Zambia
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Liberia
Nigeria
Nigeria
South Africa

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Pirfa Lamga

Pius Ojua
Plangnan Daen
Poly Kaime

Praise Ibe

Praise Okeke
Praise Udoh
Precieuse Codjia
Precious Okorogo
Precious Oriaku
Precious Obasi
Precious Ojomah
Precious Dibieagu
Precious Ndubuisi
Precious Arege
Precious Duru
Precious Asonye
Precious Kenerekedi
Precious Bankkole
Precious Melekwe
Precious Nwasi
Preye Hermon
Prince Ogheneovo
Prince Akpobasa
Prince Dike
Princeley Kangmia Gana
Princess Aizojie
Princess Nkulo
Progress Egede
Progress Joseph
Promise Monday
Promise Udofa
Promise Okechukwu

GENDER

Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male

SECTOR

ICT, Software & Al
Construction & Built Environment
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Real Estate & Proptech

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Construction & Built Environment
Energy & Cleantech

Event Management

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness

ICT, Software & Al
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Energy & Cleantech

Beauty & Personal Care
Professional Services
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Energy & Cleantech

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Malawi
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Promise Beshel Male Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Promise Uchechukwu Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Prosper Emeyara Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Prosper Umukoro Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Prosper Opute Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Prossy Apadet Female Energy & Cleantech Cabo Verde
Queen Ibrahim Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Queen Malkia Female Food & Beverage Processing Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Rachael Fabunmi Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Racheal Olalere Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Racheal George Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Racheal Akinboyo Female Education & Training Nigeria
Racheal Mwamlima Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Malawi
Racheal Ukott Female Hospitality & Tourism Nigeria
Racheal Ighome Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Rachel Otaye Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Ramata Karembe Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Mali
Ransome Aluola Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Ranti Amoussou Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Raphael Zounnon Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Rapheal Gbalaka Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Rasheedat Ahmed Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.

Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,

provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.



2 THE TONY ELUMELU

v FOUNDATION

SHORTLISTED ENTREPRENEURS FOR THE 2026 FLLAGSHIP
TONY ELUMELU FOUNDATION ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMME

FULL NAME

Rashidat Abdulgafar
Rauna Akwega
Rayen Nahdi

Razep Egbe

Regina Ohaegbu
Reina Kpossou
Rejoice Manasseh
Rekhia Garuba
Remilekun Laniran
Remy Mfamuson
Resty Nabatanzi
Reuben Ojei

Rhoda Osai

Rhoda Alli

Rhoda Oguichen
Richard Akor
Richard Jackson
Richard Ahounou
Ricky Costa

Ridwan Yusuf
Rilwan Adamu

Rita Okon

Rita Ishalu

Rita Aggreh

Rita Ogbe

Robert Ouma Okino
Roberto Diffometion Kemo
Rock Dossa

Roger Arnaud Kpodonou
Roland Achua
Romeo Ita

Romuald Issa

GENDER

Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Financial Services & Fintech
Professional Services
Energy & Cleantech
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Catering And Restaurant
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Logistics & Mobility
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Education & Training
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al

ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Logistics & Mobility

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Beauty & Personal Care
Waste & Circular Economy
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Namibia
Tunisia
Nigeria
Nigeria
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Central African Repubilic
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

Sao Tome And Principe
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Kenya
Benin
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Ronald Sambo
Rose Etim

Rose Kaula

Rose Ekwo

Rose Maxwell
Roseline Eme
Roselyne lkasilon
Rosemary Okon

Rosemary Adebayosalu
Rosemary Chinagorom Desmond

Rosemary Ogwuh
Rosemary Ibrahim
Rosemary Obomaro
Rosine Gnonlonfin
Rosine Mugisha
Rothrine Chigwedere
Rowland Nwokporo
Royal Okwori

Ruben Caleb Hossou
Ruby Chima

Rucette Lantonkpode
Rufaro Nyakudya
Rufin Bogninou
Rufus ltua
Rurangirwa Obed
Ruth Olaniran

Ruth Fabian

Ruth Sossou

Ruth Tonkmor

Ruth Obongha
Ruvarashe Mtatiwa

GENDER

Male

Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male

Male

Male

Female
Female
Male

Male

Male

Male

Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Event Management

ICT, Software & Al

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Construction & Built Environment
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Professional Services
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Healthcare & Healthtech
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al

Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training

Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al
Manufacturing & Light Industry
ICT, Software & Al

COUNTRY

Zambia
Nigeria
Kenya
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Kenya
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Rwanda
Namibia
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Benin
South Africa
Benin
Nigeria
Rwanda
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Namibia

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER
Saa Mathieu Kamano Male
Saadatu Nurudeen Female
Saadatu Abubakar Female
Saadatu Abba Female
Saajidah Noble Female
Sadiq Ahmad Male
Sadiya Madaki Female
Safiya Musa Female
Saidat Jibodu Female
Saifeddine Ghouma Male
Sal Sabila Al Moutari Female
Salama Ibrahim Female
Salamatu Suleiman Female
Salome Malama Female
Salome Ochui Female
Sambobo Kombetto Male
Samita Ayang Female
Samkelo Hlatshwako Male
Samon Adje Male
Samson Nwokoro Male
Samson Lawrence Male
Samson Bonou Male
Samson Samaila Male
Samuel Timothy Male
Samuel Jacob Male
Samuel Ogbonnaya Male
Samuel Nwiido Male
Samuel Edike Male
Samuel Briggs Male
Samuel Ifan Male
Samuel Opedi Isingoma Male
Samuel Sodegla Male

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Waste & Circular Economy
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Logistics & Mobility

Waste & Circular Economy
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Real Estate & Proptech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training
Energy & Cleantech
Energy & Cleantech

ICT, Software & Al

Manufacturing & Light Industry

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce

COUNTRY

Guinea
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
South Africa
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Tunisia
Niger
Nigeria
Nigeria
Zambia
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Eswatini (Swaziland)
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Benin

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Samuel Eseoghene
Sandra Onochie
Sandrine Adebiyi
Sandrine Akpaoka
Sani Yau

Sankun Nicolas
Sanni Djossou

Sarah Ndukwe

Sarah Jones

Sarah Umah

Sarah Jacob

Sarah Eyu

Sarah Effiong

Sarah Kyota
Sawwanu Suleiman
Schadrac Agossevi
Sean Phiri
Segbezoun Azonhou Dossou
Segla Herbert Gbakpo
Segun Ogundeji
Seidou Hassane
Sena Pulcherie Gada
Senina Houngbeadan
Serah Adeshina
Serah Kawedo
Seraphine Houinou
Sergius Anato
Shamiso Maworera
Shawn Oyini
Shedrack Shaibu
Shedrack Daniel
Shedrack Chukwuwike

GENDER

Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male

SECTOR

Waste & Circular Economy
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing

Household & Cleaning Services

ICT, Software & Al
Healthcare & Healthtech
Energy & Cleantech

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Financial Services & Fintech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Logistics & Mobility
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Food & Beverage Processing
Energy & Cleantech

Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech
Education & Training
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Energy & Cleantech

Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Real Estate & Proptech

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Benin
Malawi
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Benin
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin
Benin
Zimbabwe
Gabon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Shehu Bala

Sheilah Nanyonjo
Sheiniz Mamade
Shelima Douglas
Sherif Adekunle
Shilary Konyokie
Shimenenge lorhemen
Shulammite Arinze
Shunamite Perter
Sidney Bonzo
Sikhanyiso Nxumalo
Sim Jonathan
Simeon Japthah
Simon lorlaha

Sira Diakite

Sodiq Olasupo
Solomon Lawal
Solomon Okpe
Solomon Sunday
Solomon Anim
Somto Nwosu
Sonnita Nshari Yibir
Sophia Udu

Sophia Sheidu
Sophia Obisike
Sorel Julien Nana Kiaribia
Sosthene Maloka
Soule Tankouanou
Specioza Nagujja
Stacy Eve Mutanda
Stanislas Oussoukpevi
Stella Okpara

GENDER

Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female

SECTOR

Financial Services & Fintech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Creative Industries & Media
Creative Industries & Media
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
Catering And Restaurant
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Hospitality & Tourism
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al

ICT, Software & Al
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Food & Beverage Processing
Food & Beverage Processing
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Hospitality & Tourism
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Uganda
Mozambique
Nigeria
Nigeria
Tanzania
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Mozambique
Eswatini (Swaziland)
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

Mali

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Ghana
Nigeria
Cameroon
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

Ivory Coast
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Benin
Uganda
Kenya

Benin
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Stephen Owenna Male Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Stephen Daniel Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Stephen Dave Mbongue Nkengfack Male Financial Services & Fintech Cameroon
Steve Kimbonzi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Steve Yonli Male Professional Services Burkina Faso
Steve Mogogo Male Waste & Circular Economy Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Success Adewumi Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Sulaiman Adepoju Male Creative Industries & Media Nigeria
Sumeya Alhassan Female ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Sunday Ajayi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Sunday Okocha Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Sunday Auma Female Energy & Cleantech Uganda
Sunday Oyegbade Male Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Sunday Owoseni Male Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Sunday Dauda Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Sunday Adaramola Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Suwaiba Muhammad Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Sylvain Megnonhou Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Sylvain Toba Male ICT, Software & Al Benin
Sylvere Akambi Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Benin
Sylvester Robinson Male Professional Services Nigeria
Tabe Machoudou Mama Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Taiwo Adewole Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Takudzwa Muchochomi Male Education & Training Zimbabwe
Talari Bouldja Female Healthcare & Healthtech Benin
Tamaramiebi Fefiai Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Tamunonengiyeofori Somiari Female Household & Cleaning Services Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Tamunotonye Iminabo
Tare Alokpa

Tari Moses

Taribibo Oumo
Tavershima Nyor
Telesphore Tshikala
Temitope Afolabi
Temitope Adebiyi
Terhemen Tor
Tersue Puse

Terver Deakpe
Tessy Mengu
Testimony Taiwo
Thandile Jwambi
Thankgod Goodhead
Thelma Ewuzie
Thendo Sadiki
Theophilia Bangura
Theresa Timothy
Theresa George
Theresa Godwin
Theresa Mahlon
Thibaut Zokpon
Thobile Mazibuko
Tibeb Mamo
Timipre Wariowei
Timothe Nagassi
Tina Dakam

Tindinguem Djimtinbeye

Titilayo Olasoji
Titilope Mogaji
Tiza Tashi

GENDER

Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male

SECTOR

Manufacturing & Light Industry

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Creative Industries & Media
Event Management

Trade, Retail & E-Commerce
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Waste & Circular Economy
Financial Services & Fintech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al

ICT, Software & Al
Education & Training
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Financial Services & Fintech
Food & Beverage Processing
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Creative Industries & Media

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
South Africa
Nigeria
Nigeria
South Africa
Sierra Leone
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

South Africa
Ethiopia
Nigeria
Benin
Nigeria
Chad
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,

provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Tochukwu Eze Male Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Toib Hussein Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Tolulope Adenaike Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Tomter Best Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Torkuma Tsafa Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Tosin Oladimeji Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Tosin Mejirose Female Crop Production (Plantain) Nigeria
Tosin Ogunsola Female Education & Training Nigeria
Toumany Djibril Sangare Male Waste & Circular Economy Mali
Toussaint Yabi Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Trefi Kamunga Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Democratic Republic Of The Congo
Trust Akeh Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Tshaamano Mabuba Female ICT, Software & Al South Africa
Tunde Yusuf Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Tunrayo Odu Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Tutangeni Shatona Male ICT, Software & Al Namibia

U
Ubani Chidinma Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Uboho Etim Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Ubokobong William Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Uchechi John Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Uchechukwu Amadi Male Education & Training Nigeria
Uchenna Ndukwu Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Uchenna Nwokwu Male Event Management Nigeria
Uchenna Odidika Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Ucheoma Okezie Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Udeme Ideh Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Udeme Okon Female Education & Training Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Uduak Bassey

Uduak Akpambang
Uduak Eyo
Udumadheno Michael
Ufuoma Okagbare
Ugiazibe Egege
Ugochi Ezimakor
Ugochukwu Ezurike
Ugochukwu Eguzoroanyanwu
Ugochukwu Uzodigwe
Ugonma Gerald
Ugwumsinachi Leookafor
Uko Ndukwe

Ukpai Chinemerem
Ulrich Aiclounon
Umar Muhammad
Umar Ishaku

Umar Lawal

Umeadi Mekwunye
Ummi Nuhu

Unyime Udom

Urbain Yorou

Usman Dadee
Usman Ahmed

Uteno Igbehen

Utibe David

Utibeima Essien
Utomobong Atai
Uvienah Onoro
Uyobong Asuquo
Uzoma Njoku

Uzoma Onyebueke

GENDER

Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech

Waste & Circular Economy
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Professional Services
Household & Cleaning Services
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness

ICT, Software & Al

Waste & Circular Economy
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Beauty & Personal Care
Professional Services

ICT, Software & Al

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Household & Cleaning Services
Manufacturing & Light Industry
Logistics & Mobility

Logistics & Mobility

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Energy & Cleantech

Food & Beverage Processing
Professional Services
Construction & Built Environment
Hospitality & Tourism
Household & Cleaning Services
Energy & Cleantech
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Agriculture & Agribusiness

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Uzoma Chima Female Manufacturing & Light Industry Nigeria
Uzor Ifejoku Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Vanessa Mishe Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Vanessa Lum Ambe Female Waste & Circular Economy Cameroon
Vani Usman Onoruvie Female Healthcare & Healthtech Nigeria
Vera Engowiy Check Female Food & Beverage Processing Cameroon
Veronica Ejiofor Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Veronica Nkpeh Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Veronica Ezekiel Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria
Victor Adoghe Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victor Ogbuanya Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victor Ibrahim Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victor Umelo Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victor Ante Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victor Mbatseen Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Victor llesanmi Male Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Victor Etim Male ICT, Software & Al Nigeria
Victor Mba Male Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Victoria Adigwe Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victoria Adediran Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victoria Mejuru Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victoria Bassey Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victoria Jumbo Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victoria Olagoke Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Victoria Simon Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Victoria Bobmanuel Female Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Victoria Solomon Female Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,

provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Victory Chukwumah Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victory Samuel Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Victory Akharele Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Vigilio Okwaling Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Uganda
Vignon Boko Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Vincent Ekeh Male Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Vincent Onyetem Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Nigeria
Virtue Anozie Female Education & Training Nigeria
Vitalis Ani Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Vivian Imojara Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria
Vivian Patrick Female Energy & Cleantech Nigeria
Vivian Raphael Female Waste & Circular Economy Nigeria
Vivotin Coovi Male Financial Services & Fintech Benin
Vurale Mbaka Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria
Wahab Ibrahim Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Morocco
Wealth Nweze Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Weto Mouti Male Professional Services Benin
Whitney Onoh Female Food & Beverage Processing Nigeria
Wiliam Ca Male Trade, Retail & E-Commerce Guinea-Bissau
William Warmate Male Education & Training Nigeria
William Nwosu Male Logistics & Mobility Nigeria
Wilmert Kpamegan Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Benin
Wini Kikile Female Beauty & Personal Care Nigeria
Winifred Edet Female Catering And Restaurant Nigeria
Winifred Chukwudi Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Winnie Abraham Female Fashion, Apparel & Textiles Nigeria
Wisdom Nmajeme Male Agriculture & Agribusiness Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME

Wisdom Jeremiah
Wisdom Nwakaegho
Wisdom Charles
Wisdom Asuquo
Woyengitari Wokoro
Wuaun Wuaun

GENDER

Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male

SECTOR

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Construction & Built Environment
Fashion, Apparel & Textiles
Healthcare & Healthtech

Beauty & Personal Care

Real Estate & Proptech

COUNTRY

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

Yacouba Doumbia
Yakubu Olasunkanmi
Yambawo Henry
Yannick Alapini

Yao Paul Samuel Konan
Yemi Daniel

Yeretare Egere
Yetunde Adegbite
Yolanda Manuel
Yusuf Salisu

Yusuf Babayo
Yvonne Nuoriyee

Male
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female

Professional Services
Construction & Built Environment
ICT, Software & Al

ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Healthcare & Healthtech
Food & Beverage Processing
Agriculture & Agribusiness
Education & Training
Agriculture & Agribusiness
ICT, Software & Al
Agriculture & Agribusiness

Burkina Faso
Nigeria
Nigeria
Benin

lvory Coast
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Mozambique
Nigeria
Nigeria
Ghana

Zachariah Agwadu
Zainab Isa

Zainab Mohammed
Zainabu Mamba

Male

Female
Female
Female

Agriculture & Agribusiness
Food & Beverage Processing
Healthcare & Healthtech
Agriculture & Agribusiness

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Tanzania

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.
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FULL NAME GENDER SECTOR COUNTRY
Zauja Nabirye Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Seychelles
Zenaba Adoum Oudah Female Agriculture & Agribusiness Chad
Zipporah Arung Female Education & Training Nigeria

**In 2026, the Tony Elumelu Foundation will empower a total of 3,200 entrepreneurs in four (4) cohorts. This is the first cohort of the 2026 Entrepreneurship Programmes.
Final eligibility for the non-returnable USD 5,000 seed funding is subject to successful completion of the training and mentorship programme, submission of a robust business plan,
provision of valid limited-company documentation, passing of a statutory audit and due diligence, and communicated terms set by the Tony Elumelu Foundation.



