
Agriculture (26.4%), Fashion (13.6%) and 
Commercial/Retail (9.1%) lead as top 3 sectors
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TOP 10 COUNTRIES BY APPLICATION 

DEMOGRAPHY OF APPLICATIONS

216,025 
Total Registrations

Highest to Lowest Applications

Majority of the applications received (83.03%) were from 
new businesses in the idea to infancy stages
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GENDER DISTRIBUTION AMONG APPLICANTS

There was a 1% increase in female applications
compared to 2018 figures of 41.2%.

41.61% 58.39%
Female Male

Nigeria 
Kenya 
Uganda
South Africa
Ghana 
Tanzania
Benin
Cameroon
Zambia 
Botswana 

112,455
5,247
3,993
3,330
3,174
2,555
2,108
1,986
1901
1,771

54 

 Urban 

69.2% 30.8% 

Rural

A total of 216,025 persons registered
from 54 African countries.



ADDITIONAL 2,050 ENTREPRENEURS 
SELECTED IN 2019
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Algeria 6
Egypt 7
Libya 1
Morocco  10
Tunisia 3

Northern Africa 27
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Fifty-three (53) African countries were represented in the batch of selected 3,050, with Nigeria comprising 36%.

A total of 1,087 applicants 
from the selected cohorts 
of 3,050 are female 
entrepreneurs, representing 
35.6% of selected applicants.

Seychelles (100%),
Sierra Leone (71.4%), 
Namibia (68.4%) and 
Madagascar (61%) had more 
female applicants selected.

SELECTED BATCH OF 3,050 BY REGION

GENDER DISTRIBUTION
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Education & Training
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ICT

Healthcare
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THE 2019 SELECTION

1,758
27346

Burundi  53
Comoros 22
Djibouti 3
Eritrea 2
Ethiopia 52
Kenya 116
Madagascar 54
Mauritius 10
Rwanda 77
Seychelles  2
Somalia 2
South Sudan 54
Tanzania 65
Uganda 261

Eastern Africa 773

 773

Central African Rep.  2
Congo  15
Congo, DR  102
Equatorial Guinea  4
Gabon  16
São Tomé & Príncipe.  7

Central Africa 146Western Africa 1758

Benin 156
Burkina Faso 23
Cameroon 102
Cape Verde 7
Chad 51
Cote D’Ivoire 23
Gambia 5
Ghana 58
Guinea 15
Guinea-Bissau 52
Liberia 32
Mali 35
Mauritania 14
Niger 24
Nigeria 1112
Senegal 14
Sierra Leone 7
Togo 28

146

Southern Africa 346

Angola 19
Botswana 62
Lesotho 5
Malawi 37
Mozambique 9
Namibia 19
South Africa 40
Swaziland 24
Zambia  77
Zimbabwe 54

874
228

254
242

231
176

148
119
100
95
90

79
73

63
63
60
45

22
14
7

DISTRIBUTION BY STAGE OF BUSINESS
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35
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Male
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.4

0%

2.4% 6.1%

24.1% 27.6%

1.0% 0.8%

56.2% 58.5%

Majority of the selected applications
(63.85%) are from the idea and  Market 
Entry stages.
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